
 One day, when our family was on vacation at the seashore, 
we decided to take a walk. We came upon a little open-
air stand called “The Oyster Shop.” Inside, a lady stood 
with a big bucket of oysters. She said that each oyster had 

one. She would open it for them, and whatever was inside 
would be theirs. Next, she began a slide presentation and 
explained the story of how a pearl develops.

The woman told us that, at some time in the course of 
the oyster’s development, a foreign substance such as a 
grain of sand gets into the little muscle and irritates the 
oyster. In response, the oyster covers that irritant with 
a secretion. The longer the irritation is there, the more 
the oyster coats it. Pearl oysters vary in size and can be 
quite rough and ugly. Yet what is happening inside is a 

Once the oyster accepts the irritation as part of itself, the 
pearl begins to develop. The worst storms, gales, even 
hurricanes will not dislodge it. As time goes by and this 

for many years, it is opened only to reveal a beautiful 
pearl.

Later, when I had time to think, I meditated on the story 
of how a pearl forms. I realised it is just like the story of 
Garabandal. Something comes into our spiritual life; it 
comes because the Blessed Mother has chosen us to do 
something special for her. It is not natural to ourselves 
because the Message of Garabandal involves penance, 

— things that are not 
always easy for our human nature to accomplish. The 
longer the substance is there, the more it can irritate.

Sometimes we are asked to do things that we really don’t 
want to do. For example, maybe we’ve taken long trips 

our Garabandal life, we will be able to open up our little 
spiritual oyster and give the Blessed Mother our special 
pearl. The longer we stay committed and the more we do, 
the more beautiful will be the pearl that each one of us 
can give.

So I pass this story of the pearl on to you. You are working 
on a little pearl for the Blessed Mother. The pearl’s name 
is GARABANDAL, and you are living and spreading the 
message. The Blessed Mother has picked you to carry 

Blessed Mother — one that no one else has.

To develop the theme of the pearl, use the letters 
— P-E-A-R-L — as a guide:

is for Prayer, particularly for
Priests

The Blessed Mother said, “Many cardinals, bishops and 
priests are on the road to perdition and they’re taking 
many souls with them” In the early 1960s, no one could 
anticipate the tremendous crisis that the Church was 
facing. But now we see it. So I caution you: don’t criticize 
priests, pray for them. The devil is attacking them. They 
are God’s consecrated souls and the only instruments for 
bringing the Eucharist into this poor world of ours. Give 
them all the encouragement, love, and prayers that you 
can.

is for Eucharist 
At Garabandal, the Blessed Mother said, “Less and 
less importance is being given to the Eucharist.” She 
also said to Conchita, “My Son waits for you in the 
tabernacle night and day.”
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Decades ago, men tipped their hats in front of a Catholic 
church to acknowledge the Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. People used to make visits to the church on their 
way home from work. Mothers would take their children 
into the church, just as you would take the children to 
visit someone whom you love dearly. We should continue 
these traditions today. Take the children, even just for a 
minute, into the church. Tell them that Jesus is there in 
the tabernacle and that Jesus loves them. We need this, 
especially today when we have fewer and fewer priests 
and good sisters to teach as they did so marvellously 
for many years. Remember, Jesus said, 
children to come unto Me, for such is the kingdom of 
heaven.”

is for Acts of Love 
How many songs and poems have been written about 

love? One example is a song called “Perhaps Love,” 
recorded by Placido Domingo and John Denver. Maybe 
you have heard it; it goes, “Perhaps love is like a dream; 
perhaps love is like the ocean; perhaps love is like a 
memory.” But in the Bible, Saint Paul tells us exactly 
what love is. He says, “Love is patient, love is kind, love 
is not jealous, it’s not pompous, it’s not rude. Love does 
not seek it’s own interest, love is not quick tempered, 
love does not brood over injuries. Love bears all things, 
love believes all things, love hopes in all things, and 
love endures all things.” We know there are three great 
virtues — faith, hope, and love — and the greatest of 
these is love. 

 Then the Blessed Mother came to Garabandal, she said, 
“You must lead good lives.” That means that you must 

normal things you do for your family, your co-workers, 
the disabled, and those who perhaps don’t know Jesus 
and Mary at all. You must seek out these opportunities 
and practise acts of love because that is what the Blessed 
Mother expects of you.

is for the Rosary 
I always think of the rosary and the scapular as being 
inseparable. The rosary is most important in your prayer 
life — I have a set of rosary beads from almost every 

sign of consecration. Learn about the scapular and its 
promise. You must wear it. Get your children and loved 
ones enrolled in the scapular, too. Tell them about the 

don’t have to make them believe it, but you have to tell 
them. With the protection of the Blessed Mother around 
them, they belong to her. She will put her special shield 
around them and keep her promise so that when they 
die, she will be there to take them to heaven. Our Lady 

brought the rosary and the scapular to Garabandal to 
show their importance in our times.

Finally,        is to promote the 
Love of Our Lady 
Get to know the Blessed Mother; read about her; say your 
rosary; think about her virtue. She is not an ordinary 
Lady. She is the Immaculate Conception, special and 
particular. She is God’s chosen vessel. She has all the 
virtues, the beauties, and the graces of the Church. She 
is the most beautiful Lady. Those who have seen her 
cannot describe the beauty of her face, the beauty of 
her voice.

At Garabandal, Our Blessed Mother appeared as 
a young girl with delicate, olive-coloured skin. She 
had soft, light-brown hair and a crown of twelve 
golden stars encircling her head. She wore a white 

was draped in a beautiful blue mantle. That mantle, 
I tell my sons, enshrouds and protects all of us.

they’re in school — we’re all under that same mantle 
of Our Blessed Mother. She is the beautiful Lady in 
blue.

Mother’s intercession. If you work for the Blessed 
Mother, she is a wonderful, loving employer. 
cannot work for someone whom you don’t love, and you 

about Mary. Read about her at Garabandal; hear what 
the Blessed Mother has to say. Every little thought has a 
message for you.

Before you begin reading, say a prayer to Mary, who is 
the spouse of the Holy Spirit. Ask her, “What would you 
have me know today? What would you have me do today 

wherever I go, whoever I talk to, whomever I am with, 
today.” And she will do it for you.

The rewards for working for Mary are outstanding. It’s 
a joy that no earthly reward can ever, ever be compared 
with.
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So I give you this thought. Every day, take a moment, close your eyes, 
put your mind at the Pines of Garabandal. See is the most beautiful 
Lady you could ever imagine. She is the Mother of God. She is your 
Mother. She is holding the Baby Jesus. You can talk to her just as you 
would to your own mother. And say:

Lovely Lady dressed in blue
Teach me how to pray
God was just your little boy
Tell me what to say.

Did you lift Him up sometimes
Gently on your knee?
Did you sing to Him
The way my mother does to me?

Did you tell Him stories of the world
And oh, did he cry?
Does He care if I tell Him things

And do angels wings make a noise?
Can He hear me if I speak low?
Does He understand me now?
Tell me, for you know.

Lovely Lady dressed in blue.
Teach me how to pray

And you know the way.
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DVD Garabandal-Only God Knows
Mater Spei has given authority to the Australian Garabandal Apostolate to 
produce DVDs. Family and friends will be able to see this wonderful account 
of Our Lady’s apparitions to four young girls in Garabandal in their own 
homes. 

COST- $25, postage included for 1 copy. Extra postage required for multiple 
copies. Purchases can be made by submitting your details hereunder: 

Phone: National Centre 07 3354 1876
Judy Bond: 0447 058 748
Regina O’Shaughnessy: 0424 699 150


